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PRESENT 

Chairman 
Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   
Matthew Greaves





Barry Probin

John Green

Martin Stewart
Daniel Guise
County and City Councillors: None Attended
Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

15 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES

City and County Councillors provided their apologies. 
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
25/26 078 The Parish Council approved the minutes of the meeting on 20th October and the Chairman signed the minutes as a true record.
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Councillors declared an interest in item 10 as Trustees of the Community Garden Charity and item 14 as ratepayers within the Parish.  The Clerk provided a waiver to allow the councillors to participate in the discussions of these agenda items.

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
A number of issues were raised by the public as follows:

Children’s Care Home Moss Lane Catforth

As this application covers the accommodation of a maximum of 2 children it only requires a Certificate of Lawfulness, rather than a full planning application.  This is a legal decision rather than one where public interest is of high relevance, therefore PCC felt it should be taken by qualified officers, rather than the planning committee. 

If the application constitutes a material change of use, then a full application would be needed.

Councillor Guise has provided detailed comments setting out the relevant issues, particularly noting that the impact of multiple similar facilities in an area should be considered, rather than simply considering the single facility on its own.
Ownership of the verges in Woodplumpton

Councillor Entwistle explained that this is a complex issue, where ownership could reside with a private individual, LCC Highways or with ownership not ascribed.  To obtain a definitive answer for a particular stretch of verge the advice of LCC Highways should be sought.

Woodplumpton Signs

A quote is being sought from Highways to replace the existing signs and nicer entrance  signs for a number of villages in the Parish are being considered.

East Irish Sea Project

The clerk has written to all Parish Councils on the northern route of the East Irish Sea Project, which passes next to Catforth.  We are seeking collaboration in our response to the proposals.

The Running Pump Public House

A planning application has been submitted to convert the Running Pump into 4 dwellings.  Many residents were opposed to the application, believing that the building should remain as a public house and be re-opened.  The view was that the pub had not shut because it was unprofitable, but for other reasons.
The council will review the planning application and make comments.

The Flying of Model Aircraft.

It was confirmed that this is not an area where the Parish Council has jurisdiction. The arrangements are overseen by the Civil Aviation Authority, who are the appropriate body for any complaints 
5 EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY POLICY

25/26 079 The Parish Council endorsed the Equality and Diversity Policy, which has now been posted on the website.

6 ORCHARD PLAY AREA

Councillor Bamber had a very productive meeting with Preston City Parks confirming that the latest proposal to improve parking at The Orchard, can go forward without further consultation.  

25/26 080 The Council resolved to undertake the following actions
· Submit the plans to Fields in Trust – WPC will pay the fee, approved at the October Meeting

· Submit the plans to PCC Planning – WPC will pay the application fee, approved at this meeting.
· Post and rail fencing to be installed to prevent access to the wet ground – WPC will pay if there is a cost, approved at this meeting.

· Payback will be asked to return and tidy up the area – WPC will pay for welfare facilities, approved at this meeting.

7 HAYFIELD PARK AND THE PADDOCKS PLAY AREAS
25/26 081 The Parish Council agreed in principle to fund improvements to the play areas at Hayfield park and the Paddocks, subject to the following conditions.

· Ongoing management & maintenance stays with the owner

· The Play Areas are open to the public
These conditions align with the arrangements for both the Orchard and Catforth Village Hall.

Now that the Decision in Principle has been made, the task of taking the project forward will be delegated to the Hayfield Park Working Group.
 

8 UPDATE ON THE REPLACEMENT OF THE RIBBLESWOOD CHASE BRIDGE

Preston City Council have indicated that the bridge replacement will be carried out in the summer.

9 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING

25/26 082 The Council approved the Report on the Catforth traffic Calming Consultation, this will now be published on the website in a revised Traffic Calming Section.

The working group intends to meet in Late November/December to discuss the next steps to take the project forward.

25/26 082 The Council Approved the installation of 4 SPIDs on the current 30mph section of Catforth Road, at a cost of no more than £18,000.

The council will commence the next steps to achieve installation, as follows:
· Finalize agreement of the positions for the SPIDs with LCC Highways

· Consultation with affected residents (residents that can see a SPID nearby from their property) to ensure that there are no concerns.

· Purchase and installation of the posts from LCC Highways.

· Purchase and installation of the SPIDs

10 COMMUNITY GARDEN REFURBISHMENT

A proposal to refurbish and improve the community garden was articulated, including the following elements.

· Provision of a new larger Christmas Tree and removal after the festive period, purchase of Lights, Fitting and removal of the lights. including a permanent tree tube to be used each year. Cost for 2025 £1,200 plus VAT (The cost for future years will be £550 plus VAT less as we will have a tube in place and own the lights.
· Repair to all of the path edges using granite sets, to provide a permanent solution that will not rot.  Cost £4,300 plus VAT.
· Provision of new plants for the community garden. Cost £400

25/26 083 The Council Approved the above refurbishment proposals.
11 CANAL BRIDGE 31
The repair of the bridge is scheduled for early in the New Year.  LCC Highways are looking at physical measures that can be taken to prevent oversize vehicles accessing the bridge.
12 LCC HIGHWAYS COMMUNICATION PROCESS
Details have been circulated with the papers for this meeting.

13 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 1st October – 31th October 2025
25/26 084 The Chairman verified that the financial accounts and bank statements have been reconciled, and signed copies.
The End of October Balances were:

Current Account    £67,194.89
CCLA Account      £450,000
The balances include the October CIL Payment of £34,483.14.
The Clerk proposes leaving these funds in the Unity Trust Account to support purchases over the remainder of the financial year, this decision was endorsed by the Council.
14 BUDGET 2026/27
25/26 085 The Council Endorsed the first draft budget for 2026/7

15 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS since 20 October 2025
25/26 086 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the July meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	May payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Bank Service Charge October
	Unity Trust Bank
	£8.10
	Ref 97

	Lengthsman Invoice weeks 28-31
	Lengthsman
	1520.00
	Ref 98

	Community Garden October
	Lengthsman
	300.00
	Ref 99

	Poppy Wreaths – RBL
	Royal British Legion
	40.00
	Ref 100

	Parish Greenspace Contribution 25/26
	Preston City Council
	814.00
	Ref 101

	Christmas Newsletter Delivery
	JPP Media
	224.40
	Ref 102

	LCC 5 Posts William Young Way
	LCC General
	£3,600.00
	Ref 103


16 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

Members are requested to approve the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk Nov 2025
	£68.11
	DD
	Ref 104

	Clerk Salary Nov 2025
	£836.82
	BACs
	Ref 105

	HMRC PAYE Nov 2025
	£617.19
	BACs
	Ref 106

	Employer National Insurance Nov 2025
	£161.39
	BACs
	Ref 107

	Clerk Expenses June-November 2025
	£165.30
	BACs
	Ref 108

	Parish Rooms Rental Nov 2025
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 109

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


17 COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW UPDATE

The request for a Community Governance review has been considered by Preston City Council.
They concluded as follows:

1. This area needs a fundamental and full review, as the current Parish warding arrangements do not reflect the current and future needs of Parish. 
2. An internal adjustment of Parish Wards would not give the result that is needed.  The significant housebuilding has changed the Parish and the area significantly, but constraining the review to the boundaries of Woodplumpton Parish would not consider the overall change.

3. A Local Government Reorganisation in this area is due to happen imminently. The current timetable suggests a shadow Authority being formed next year followed by elections to the new Authority in 2027.  Once elections have taken place, the Boundary Commission will then review the entire Authority area.
4. If after the Boundary Commission Review is completed a Community Governance Review is still required it should be a radical review which looks at the needs and make-up of the whole area including neighbouring Cottam, where the Cottam / Higher Bartle new housing area is very much aligned.  There are still significant housebuilding projects in the south of Woodplumpton Parish which will clearly impact on housing numbers moving forward.

PCC believe that it would be more advantageous to delay this review until after Local Government Reorganisation. Once this has taken place and the Boundary Commission have reviewed the Authority area, the position will be much clearer and will dictate whether a Community Governance Review is necessary. 
25/26 087 The Council Agreed to follow the advice of PCC in terms of the timing of a Community Governance Review.

18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
25/26 088 Members considered and approved the attached delegated comments for October 2025.
25/26 089 Members resolved to object to the application to convert the Running Pump Public House into 4 dwellings as it would remove a community facility which is identified in the Woodplumpton Neighborhood Plan to be protected. 
19 CIL PROJECTS

Progress of Smaller Projects

SPIDS on the East West Link Road
The consultation re the placing of the SPIDs is now complete.  Letters were delivered to all houses that could see a proposed SPID from their property.  No objections were received.

An order has been placed to install the SPID posts at a cost of £2,750 plus VAT, totaling £3,300.00.  There is no clear timescale for when this work will be carried out.

Once the posts have been installed the SPIDs will be ordered.  The revised quotation for 5 SPIDs is £15,017.50 Plus VAT, totaling £18,021.00.  The leadtime for SPID supply from order to installation is 5 weeks.

SPIDs on Catforth Road

The installation of 4 SPIDs was approved at a cost of no more than £18,000

The council will commence the next steps to achieve installation, as follows:
· Finalize agreement of the positions for the SPIDs with LCC Highways

· Consultation with affected residents (residents that can see a SPID nearby from their property) to ensure that there are no concerns.

· Purchase and installation of the posts from LCC Highways.

· Purchase and installation of the SPIDs

Bus Stops in Catforth and Elsewhere
Bus stops are being installed on Catforth Road near the Green Lane Junction by LCC Infrastructure Team.  Expected by the end of January 2026.

A bus shelter will likely be installed in this location in 2026 at a cost of £5000-£9000.

At this time the Council is invited to consider whether there are any other locations that should be considered for the installation of bus stops/shelters.

Refurbishment of the Canal Towpath

No response has a yet been received from the team in the Canals and Rivers Trust that deals with towpaths.
Support for the Refurbishment of the Catforth Village Hall Play Area.

Councillor Entwistle has received a couple of grant application rejections, but other applications are outstanding.
A progress sheet on projects to spend CIL monies will be added to the CIL age assessment.
20 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
The Sandy Lane car park has now been completed.  The council requested the Clerk to write to Maria Jones and Susan Whittam regarding the resurfacing of Sandy Lane.

21 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 19th January 2026 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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